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HEN A WELL-
" TO-DO LOCAL
“INVENTOR (think
“like” button and
- Facebook) and his
“artist wife contacted

the Bre‘ckénfi_dgé\architecture firm BHH -

S -\ - Partnersin May 2012, they had an aptly -

creative request: could BHH design a
“Tuxuryresidence that, from the outside,

> resembled a historic Celorado mining site?
' JFhe owners, whomwe Il call Erik and Jen-

nifer Jones, had long been inspired by the
frontier-eralandinarks that define Breck,

»

and Jennifer in particu arwasintri d by

-the town’s mining-rich history. They spext

two years searching for the right site while
living elsewhere around town with their
three teenage children. Erik, a skier and
surfer who aims to make turns 100 days each
winter, wanted to be as close to the slopes
aspossible. Jennifer, meanwhile, preferred

~ an in-town location. They compromised on

aone-third-acre, ski<in/ski-out parceljust

" northof the Peak 8 base. Since his location

preference won out, Erikyielded on his wish
foratraditional mountain lodge:and cor;/

sented to hiswife’s mining-themed con y
/////(////’7//

7 4

W

Thumbing their
noses at the
traditional mountain
lodge, Erik and
Jennifer Jones built a
modern luxury home
at the base of Peak 8
that masquerades as
anineteenth-century
mining claim.
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WE WEREN’T
LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING

TO STAND OUT,
BUT TO BLEND
IN WITH THE
ENVIRONMENT.
WE WANTEDIT
TO LOOK LIKE
ITHAD ALWAYS
BEEN THERE.”
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The glass “ridge
light” in the great
room’s soaring ceiling
allows views of
bluebird skies, as well
as the home’s metal-
clad chimney, which,
from the outside, is
disguised as a mine
shaft hoist.
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Although modern functionality would be
crucial for the interior—with must-haves like
localized oxygen-enrichment systems and a
three-story elevator—aesthetics were the key
exterior component. “We weren’t looking for
something to stand out,” Erik says, “but to
blend in with the environment. We wanted it to
look like it had always been there.”

BHH Partners’ Tim Gerken and Marc Hogan,
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with a team from Pinnacle Mountain Homes led
by Chris Renner, Christina Romano, Chad Rowe,
and Paul Steinweg, embraced the mining theme,
as well as the goal of entering the house in the
2013 Parade of Homes. With less than a year
from groundbreaking to show time, it was a race.
The end product—completed on schedule—
thumbs its nose at the clichéd mountain-town
dream home. In fact, it might have been “imagi-

w» .
B
neered” by Disney as the Fantasyland abode of
Snow White’s seven dwarfs: a 6,800-square-foot
manse masquerading as a weathered mining
claim, outbuildings that are really one building
sheathed in rusted steel panels accented with
reclaimed Wyoming snow fence, skip-sawed
“ghost wood” siding, and a roofline that’s all
angles mimicking the peaks of Breck. (“A box has
four points,” the inventor says. “This house prob-
ably has more like sixty points on it.”) Anchoring
it all is a chimney that rises thirty-five feet on the
home’s east side but, thanks to cross timbers and
more rusted metal siding, is disguised as a mine
shaft hoist—by design, of course. Inside, the
same chimney is plated in copper and offset by
an adjacent skylight that floods the great room
with natural light. Gerken considers the skylight
the home’s signature, and most unique, detail.
“We’d never seen that done before,” he says.

The main deck faces southeast, where a
sprawling view of 13,684-foot Bald Mountain
and the upper Blue River Valley greets wander-
ing eyes. Below the deck, a quad chairlift swings
next to a hot tub, and a singletrack trail snakes
through the trees to the aptly named and ap-
propriately nearby Claimjumper, where Erik’s
powder days now begin and end.




IT’SJUSTTO
LIFTYOURLEG
AND SHAVE. WHO
NEEDSA BENCH?”

1880s. The thick Dutch front door, made
by awoodworker in Durango, opens to

a foyer with gold specks in the flagstone
flooring. A saltwater aquarium dominates
a landing off the stairwell, with darting
emerald crabs and fire shrimp.

Youwon’t findlonghallways or parti-
tioned dining and living areas interrupting
the flow of the floor plan. Instead, an open
kitchen, dining room, breakfast nook (with
gmall table), and living room merge into
one soaring, vastgreatroom, fronted by the
copperchimney and litby the sky. “Its our
lifestyle,” Erik says of the lofty feel. “And
more of an old-fashioned-style house.”

Four of the five bedrooms (each with its
own en suite bath) are on the topfloor,a
requirement of Jennifer’s that allows all
three of their kids to sleep on the same lev-
el ag their parents. “The main thing was we
needed it to live for a family as opposed toa
vacation home,” she says. The mastersuite,
tucked into the floor’s southeast corner
with summit views of Baldy, Peak 8,and
Peak 10, has not one but two gas fireplaces:
one in front of a loveseat, the other (a mini
version) above the freestanding copper
bathtub. Instead of abench in the shower,
a 200-pound boulder gives the room one
more element of mining-claim authen,t;:’_(?:_
ity. “It’s just to lift your leg and shaw i
chuckles. “Who needs abench?”

The elevator, which won out for vertical
transportoverafirehouse pole, opens
with accordion doors on two sides to ac-
commodate different levels of the house.
The couple installed it looking forward to
their golden years—and more short-term
in case Erik injures himself on any of his
adventures and can’t take the stairs.

Despite the tight time frame, the
house boasts extensive interior wood
trim custom-finished by three separate
trim companies,each hired fora distinct
gpecial skill, says Rowe, the project man-
ager. Since the overriding design premise
of the home called for infusing singular
character wherever and whenever pos-
sible, Rowe cut his subcontractors more
creative slack than is often the case.

“Every surface on that house had been
thought of and discussed by a group of us
and the owners,” Rowe says. “I think that
gave the subs who are more craft- orarti-
gan-oriented the freedom to really think
about all aspects, instead of just going with
whatever the plans called for.”

The doors, ceilings, trim, and old-growth
Douglas fir beams are distressed and
glazed to embellish the mining theme. The
reclaimed-ocak floors Vantia Hardwoods
installed came from a barn in Kentucky.
There’s a foot rail culled from a Mont-
ezuma mine ore cart. Even the pantry and
laundry room feel old school, thanks to
rolling library ladders and ten-foot ceil-
ings. “Having a rustic house makes it much
more livable and comfortable,” Erik says,
“and it actually has a warmer feel to it.”

This is especially evident on the home’s
below-grade level, which accommodates
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theater with a 100-inch screen where
aboarded-up faux mine tunnel on one
wall adds drama, as well as authentic-
ity,because the owners bought the nails
from a mining aficionado in Frisco who
got them from an actual mine.

room with two sturdy queen bunl\beda
gleeps eight, who breathe more easily
given an oxygen-enriched 'ltlTlO'phEIe
that approximates the airat!

nice alternative to spending an acclimati-
zation night in Denver.

lso plent@-‘ of old-world luzxury,
gpacious cherry ski-lockerroom
like you'd expect to find at One Ski Hill
Place’s The One Club.
Compared to custom homes the
ses have built on the beach—in
ey, and Wilmington,
st mountain
] ;: pain.” But the
final product, he ad s well worth the
trouble. “An artistic creation,” he calls it.
Afterafrenzied year with no con-
gtruction delays, Pinnacle finished the
home last September,justin time for
the nineteenth annual Parade of Homes.
The housge built to look like a mine near-
Iy swepti cate,cion W innin al
other awar
Begst Man C

home An O‘-\ - But
White didn’t win th
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