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heigh-ho
It’s not off to work, but to a mInIng-InspIred 
mountaIn home, they go.   By Devon o’neil 
                                                                         photos courtesy pinnacle Mountain hoMes 
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Thumbing their 
noses at the 
traditional mountain 
lodge, Erik and 
Jennifer Jones built a 
modern luxury home 
at the base of Peak 8 
that masquerades as 
a nineteenth-century 
mining claim.

W
HEN A WELL-
TO-DO LOCAL 
INVENTOR (think 
“like” button and 
Facebook) and his 
artist wife contacted 

the Breckenridge architecture fi rm BHH 
Partners in May 2012, they had an aptly 
creative request: could BHH design a 
luxury residence that, from the outside, 
resembled a historic Colorado mining site?

The owners, whom we’ll call Erik and Jen-
nifer Jones, had long been inspired by the 
frontier-era landmarks that defi ne Breck, 

and Jennifer in particular was intrigued by 
the town’s mining-rich history. They spent 
two years searching for the right site while 
living elsewhere around town with their 
three teenage children. Erik, a skier and 
surfer who aims to make turns 100 days each 
winter, wanted to be as close to the slopes 
as possible. Jennifer, meanwhile, preferred 
an in-town location. They compromised on 
a one-third-acre, ski-in/ski-out parcel just 
north of the Peak 8 base. Since his location 
preference won out, Erik yielded on his wish 
for a traditional mountain lodge and con-
sented to his wife’s mining-themed concept.



38    colorado summit  ///  summEr/Fall 2014

WE WEREN’T 
LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING 
TO STAND OUT, 
BUT TO BLEND 
IN WITH THE 
ENVIRONMENT. 
WE WANTED IT 
TO LOOK LIKE 
IT HAD ALWAYS 
BEEN THERE.”
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The glass “ridge 
light” in the great 
room’s soaring ceiling 
allows views of 
bluebird skies, as well 
as the home’s metal-
clad chimney, which, 
from the outside, is 
disguised as a mine 
shaft hoist. 
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Although modern functionality would be 
crucial for the interior—with must-haves like 
localized oxygen-enrichment systems and a 
three-story elevator—aesthetics were the key 
exterior component. “We weren’t looking for 
something to stand out,” Erik says, “but to 
blend in with the environment. We wanted it to 
look like it had always been there.”

BHH Partners’ Tim Gerken and Marc Hogan, 

with a team from Pinnacle Mountain Homes led 
by Chris Renner, Christina Romano, Chad Rowe, 
and Paul Steinweg, embraced the mining theme, 
as well as the goal of entering the house in the 
2013 Parade of Homes. With less than a year 
from groundbreaking to show time, it was a race. 

The end product—completed on schedule—
thumbs its nose at the clichéd mountain-town 
dream home. In fact, it might have been “imagi-

neered” by Disney as the Fantasyland abode of 
Snow White’s seven dwarfs: a 6,800-square-foot 
manse masquerading as a weathered mining 
claim, outbuildings that are really one building 
sheathed in rusted steel panels accented with 
reclaimed Wyoming snow fence, skip-sawed 
“ghost wood” siding, and a roofl ine that’s all 
angles mimicking the peaks of Breck. (“A box has 
four points,” the inventor says. “This house prob-
ably has more like sixty points on it.”) Anchoring 
it all is a chimney that rises thirty-fi ve feet on the 
home’s east side but, thanks to cross timbers and 
more rusted metal siding, is disguised as a mine 
shaft hoist—by design, of course. Inside, the 
same chimney is plated in copper and off set by 
an adjacent skylight that fl oods the great room 
with natural light. Gerken considers the skylight 
the home’s signature, and most unique, detail. 
“We’d never seen that done before,” he says. 

The main deck faces southeast, where a 
sprawling view of 13,684-foot Bald Mountain 
and the upper Blue River Valley greets wander-
ing eyes. Below the deck, a quad chairlift swings 
next to a hot tub, and a singletrack trail snakes 
through the trees to the aptly named and ap-
propriately nearby Claimjumper, where Erik’s 
powder days now begin and end.

While the exterior may have been designed 
to blend with the landscape, the interior shows 
what is possible when cutting-edge meets the 

A saltwater aquarium 
with emerald crabs 
and fi re shrimp serves 
as a focal point of the 
stairwell landing; the 
home’s great room 
opens onto the forest 
outside.
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