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the Alaska wilderness seeking solace in nature, 

he eventually came to the profound conclusion 

that happiness is "only real when shared." When 

Brandi and Mark Smith sketched out their 

vision for "Hawk's Hideaway," their mountain 

home off the Lower Lehman run on Peak 9 in 

Breckenridge, a fundamental goal was making it 

available to friends, relatives, and strangers. 

"We have like 20 cousins on each side," 

explains Brandi Smith during a phone 

interview from the family's primary residence 

in Nashville. Growing up, she says, holiday 

gatherings in her family easily included 50 to 

75 people. So when the couple decided to build 

a second home in Breckenridge, it was only 

natural that they designed it with big groups 

in mind. Even though the Smiths' nuclear 

family is relatively small-just two kids and 

two par, ney wanted to be su 

extended fa 

ski lodge, and that renters, who can book stays 

at the property through Pinnacle Lodging 

(pinnaclelodging.com), could be afforded the 

same opportunity. 

"The first time we went skiing in Colorado, 

we stayed at a rental house with two other 

families with kids," recalls Smith, who used that 

experience to inform their vision for Hawk's 

Hideaway. "If we \\"ent hack with that same 

group of 1-k how \\"ould we fit? I low could 

we create the same kind of big group famil� 

lllL'lllOrics?" 

With that in mind, bhh Partners architect 

Mark Hogan and designers at the Pinnacle 

Companies devised an open floor plan for their 

4,876-square-foot home with kitchen, dining, 

and living areas combined into what Smith 

describes as a "welcoming, cohesive space." )) 
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